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their proposed tax increase on energy
production proposed in the President’s
budget; stop restricting new leases on
Federal lands and waters for oil and
gas production and help with the per-
mitting of the needed infrastructure
instead of proposals like rewriting the
definitions of the waters of the United
States, which would add significant
time and complexity to permitting new
energy projects. This is a time when we
need to focus on how to help Europe
get away from their dependency on
Russian energy in order to stop fueling
the Putin war machine.

I have mentioned sanctions over
these past 11 weeks, from trading sanc-
tions and eliminating Russia’s pre-
ferred tax status with the United
States to banking sanctions to crush
President Putin’s financial services
economy. But we should and must go
further, especially when Russia not
only continues its onslaught on
Ukrainians’ defensive combatants but
on their noncombatants—on civilians.
What they are doing, in so many in-
stances, is clearly war crimes.

I call on the International Criminal
Court, again, which has announced an
investigation, to follow in Ukraine’s
footsteps and immediately begin a War
Crimes Tribunal. The evidence of war
crimes is now clear. There should be no
delay.

Earlier, I spoke about the investment
the United States has made since 2015
in training Ukrainian troops and mod-
ernizing its military. We now know
that investment is paying off because
Ukrainian troops have outmaneuvered
and pushed back on Russia’s military.

Speaking to the current Russian in-
vasion, one Ukrainian officer told us:

The biggest mistake the Russians made
was giving us eight years to prepare for this.

Thank goodness we had that time.
We could have used it even more pro-
ductively, but we were able to make
great progress.

I close tonight on this because it
shows why U.S. leadership around the
world is so important: Without the bi-
partisan action of Congress and mul-
tiple administrations—including the
Obama, Trump, and now Biden admin-
istrations—what Ukraine is achieving
would not have been possible. That is
why it is so important we take up this
Ukrainian supplemental immediately,
this week, and pass it into law. We
have made a difference. We can con-
tinue to make a difference, but we are
at a crucial point in this war.

So much more needs to be done. But
do you know what? I am hopeful. I am
hopeful because of what we have all
seen. Over the past 2 months, the resil-
iency and fortitude of the Ukrainian
Armed Forces and the Ukrainian peo-
ple, it has shown the world what patri-
otism and bravery truly is.

I yield back my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.
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MORNING BUSINESS

Ms. SMITH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

VOTE EXPLANATION

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
was unable to cast a vote on rollcall
vote No. 148 the motion to instruct the
conferees of the United States Innova-
tion and Competition Act of 2021 of-
fered by Senator BARRASSO. The mo-
tion would force the administration to
immediately develop a 5-year offshore
oil and gas leasing plan that includes a
minimum of 10 region-wide oil and gas
lease sales in the Gulf of Mexico and
Alaska regions of the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf—OCS—with two sales
every year.

Had I been present, I would have
voted against the motion. Rather than
tying the administration’s hands with
an arbitrary timetable for offshore
leases, we should be carefully weighing
the risks and benefits of such projects
to each offshore ecosystem while diver-
sifying our energy sources, enhancing
our energy efficiency, and encouraging
the transition to clean renewable en-
ergy.

————

TRIBUTE TO DR. JOSH DAVIS

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor and recognize Dr.
Josh Davis, of Wichita, KS.

Dr. Davis is an emergency room phy-
sician at Ascension Via Christi St.
Francis Hospital in Wichita. Like
many of us, Josh was deeply disturbed
by the widespread human suffering
caused by Russia’s bloody invasion of
Ukraine. What makes him different
than most, however, was his resolve to
be a part of the solution. After seeing
the images of Ukrainian refugees flee-
ing their homes, Josh knew he needed
to help. On April 14, he boarded a plane
to war-torn UKkraine, not Kknowing
where he would be going or what he
would be doing. All he knew was that
he was going to help those in need.

While in Ukraine, Josh helped trans-
port medical supplies and patients,
while also providing refugee children
with much needed medical treatment.
He also brought two suitcases full of
gauze, bandages, rubber gloves, and
other much-needed medical supplies
with him. While in Ukraine, he saw
firsthand the destruction and suffering
that war brings. The biggest lesson
learned for Josh was that this wide-
spread suffering cannot be stopped by
the actions of a few, but that change
will only come from the actions of
many. He has already begun to make
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plans to return to Ukraine in order to
provide further medical support and re-
lief.

I would like to thank Josh for all
that he has done. He has been an exem-
plary representative for the great
State of Kansas, and the United States
of America. His service to others
makes us all proud. I now ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Dr. Josh
Davis for his selflessness and service to
those in need, as well as in wishing him
the best of luck in the future.

——
TRIBUTE TO RYAN PFEIFER

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor and recognize Ryan
Pfeifer of Topeka, KS.

Ryan was presented with a $25,000
Milken Educator Award at a recent
Washburn Rural High School assembly.
This award has an outstanding reputa-
tion in the teaching world. To some, it
is known as the ‘“‘Oscars of Teaching.”
This award celebrates teachers’ work
with students and shines a light on
their future work as educators. In addi-
tion to the financial award, he was
given mentorship and support, along
with an all-expenses-paid trip to a
forum where other recipients come to-
gether.

The Milken Educator Award looks to
honor unrecognized teachers. It has
teams of administrators and State edu-
cation departments vetting out final-
ists for the award. Teachers are un-
aware they are nominated, so when
Pfeifer was called down to the gym
floor to receive the award, he was
thrilled. Ryan has a way with his stu-
dents. Students describe him as relat-
able and dedicated, which is a great
reputation to hold. He even gave up his
regular planning and advising period to
provide additional support for stu-
dents. I truly believe that he deserved
this award. He has helped so many stu-
dents live up to their potential. A pre-
vious award winner, Brad Nicks, said
““He’s always stood out as one of those
exceptional educators, somebody that
builds really important relationships
with students.” I ask my colleagues to
join me in recognizing the wonderful
impact Mr. Pfeifer has had on his stu-
dents and to honor him for this great
accomplishment.

——

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EL
DORADO BAND

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor and recognize the
100th anniversary of the El Dorado
Band.

The purpose of the El Dorado Munic-
ipal Band is to provide musical enter-
tainment in the summer for the city of
El Dorado and to provide the oppor-
tunity for musicians from high school
age and above to perform. The band
began as the El Dorado Boys Band in
the early 1920s, and is one of the oldest
municipal bands in Kansas. The band’s
first public home was a traditional
round band shell at Gordy Park in the
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